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-': SCHOOL ENROLLMENT: OCTOBER 1966

About 55.1 million persons 5 to 34 years old
were enrolled in school or college in the United
States in the fall of 1966, according to the re-
sults of the Current Population Survey conducted
in October 1966 by the Bureau of the Census.
This represents almost 30 percent of the total
civilian noninstitutional population in the United
States.

In the 6-year period, 1960 to 1966, the school
enrollment of persons aged 5 to 34 years in-
creased 8.8 million, or 19 percent. For
children and youths 5 to 17 years old (principal
ages for attendance in kindergarten through
high school), enrollment increased 14 percent—
13 percent for whites and 22 percent for non-

whites, Most of the increase in school
enrollment of 5- to. 17-year-olds is attributable
to population growth although about one-eighth
of the white and one-sixth of the nonwhite rise
in enrollment is due to increased enrollment
rates, particularly for S-year-olds and youths
16 and 17,

Growth rates differed in metropolitan and
nonmetropolitan areas. In central cities of
metropolitan areas, school enrollment of non-
white youths 5 to 17 years of age increased
about 800,000, or 30 percent, while enrollment
of white youths of the same age in central
cities decreased about 100,000, or 1 percent
(figures 1 and 2 and table A).

Type of residence

Figure 2. Percent Change in School Enroliment, by Color and Residence,
for Persons 5 to 17 Years Old: October 1960 to 1966
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In the metropolitan areas outside the central
cities, the enrollment of whites 5 to 17 years
old increased about 4.4 million while that of
nonwhites increased only about 250,000. Per-
~entage increases in these areas, however, were
[ .

actually about equal—35 percent for whites and
32 percent for nonwhites. In nonmetropolitan
areas, the enrollment of persons aged 5 to 17
years increased 3 percent for whites and 10
percent for nonwhites,



Table A,—INCREASE OF SCHOOL ENROLIMENT, BY COLOR AND RESIDENCE,
OCTOBER 1960 TO 1966

FOR PERSONS 5 TO 17 YEARS OLD:

(Number in thousands.

Mimus sign (-) denotes decrease)

Increase Percent
Color and residence 1966 19601 1960 to 1966 by color
Number | Percent 1966 1960

Total enrolled, 5 to 17 years old... 48,345 42,299 6,046 14.3 100.0 100.0
Whiteeeoeooenoennecnnees 41,558 36,750 4,808 13.1 86.0 86.9
Nonwhite...... ceeeeeaes 6,787 5,549 1,238 22.3 14.0 13.1
Metropolitan—central cities.......e.e 12,941 12,260 681 5.6 100.0 100.0
Whiteu.erueernronnnnn 9, 544 9,645 -101 -1.0 73.8 78.7
Nonwhiteseeeoeveaeeaeosoasncecanns 3,397 2,615 782 29.9 26.2 21.3
Metropolitan—outside central cities..| = 18,050 13,397 4,653 34.7 100.0 100.0
White.euesoenns Cerereeenan 17,046 12,634 4,412 3.9 9%.4 9%.3
Nonwhite..ieevenieneecnnsenossanes 1,004 763 241 31.6 5.6 5.7
Nonmetropolitan..cceeeesececesocancane 17,354 16,642 72 4.3 100.0 100.0
White........ R 14,968 14,471 497 3.4 86.3 87.0
Nonwhiteeeeuseesvesrcessncsccescns 2,386 2,171 215 9.9 13.7 13.0

lRegidence distribution of October 1960 enrollment estimated separately by color, based on 1960

Census residence distribution.

Percent

WHITE _NEGRO

Figure 3. Percent Enrolled in School, by Age and Level of School,
for White and Negro Persons 6 to 24 Years Old: October 1966
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The proportion of nonwhites varies from one
type of area toanother. IntheNation as a whole,
14.0 percent of the pupils 5 to 17 are: nonwhite
but in the “suburbs” only 5.6 percent (table A).
On the other hand, in central cities the figure
is 26.2 percent, up from 21.3 percent in 1960,
Individual central cities differ greatly among
themselves, of course. Indicative of this are
data available for public school enrollment in
selected cities in 1965-661 which show rates
ranging from 90.9 percent Negro in the
Washington, D.C., elementary schools to 0.9
percent in Portland, Maine.

Another aspect is the residence distribution
of pupils of a particular color. One-half of all
nonwhite pupils 5 to 17 years old live in the
central cities of metropolitan areas (50.1 per-
cent) but only about one-quarter of all white
pupils (23.0 percent). This difference is counter-

3

balanced in the rest of the metropolitan area,
s0 that about two-thirds of both nonwhite and
white pupils live in metropolitan areas as a
whole—64.9 percent for nonwhite and 64.0 per-
cent for white. In 1960, the corresponding
figures were: 47.1 percentof all nonwhite pupils
lived in central cities, ana 26.2 percent ot white
pupils; metropolitan areas as a whole accounted
for 60.9 percent of the nonwhite pupils and 60.6
percent of the white pupils 5 to 17 years old.
Although the changes since 1960 are small, they
reflect the continuing migration pattern.

College enrollment rate for whites twice the
Negro rate among 18- to 24-year-olds.—About
27 percent of the white and 10 percent of the
Negro population 18 to 24 years old were en-
rolled in college in the fall of 1966 (table B and
figure 3). Thus, the white college enrollment
rate was more than double the rate for Negroes.

Table B.—FALL SCHOOL ENROLIMENT, BY AGE AND LEVEL OF SCHOOL,

FOR WHITE AND NEGRO PERSONS 6 TO 24 YEARS OLD:

OCTOBER 1966

(Numbers in thousands)

- 6 to 13 years 14 to 17 years 18 to 24 years
Level of school .
White Negro White Negro White Negro

3’ Total population...ececesesscsss 27,618 4,235 12,274 1,791 17,125 2,214

Total enrolled...eeesecaseass ceee 27,369 4,192 11,537 1,638 5,232 408
Elementary school and kindergarten... 26,930 4,145 767 256 14 4
High school.....veveenrnns 439 48 10,538 1,366 612 179
Collegeev.ienaasn cereeenanns - - 233 17 4,606 224

PFRCENT DISTRIBUTION

Total population.......... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Total enrolled.e.ceesscsececseanes 99.1 99.0 9.0 91.5 30.6 18.4
Elementary school and kindergarten... 97.5 97.9 6.2 14.3 0.1 0.2
High SChoOl.ecvvsnineeeeenncsccnnnnes 1.6 1.1 85,9 76.3 3.6 8.1
Collegeeecnenirnnanescessosnennnnns .o - - 1.9 0.9 26.9 10.1

-Represents zero or rounds to zero.

Differences between the enrollment rates of
the two races also occurred at younger ages.
White youths 14 to 17 yearsoldhad a 94-percent
enrollment rate compared with 91-percent for
Negro youths of the same age, and a larger
proportion of thé Negro enrollment was in
elementary school. However, between the ages
of 6 and 13 years, where school attendance is
generally compulsory, the percentage of children
enrolled in school was the same (99 percent) for
both races.

\ _lsee table A1"in Racial Isolation in the Pub-
lic Schools; Vol. 2, Appendices. U.S. Commis~
sion on Civil Rights: 1967.

Retardation develops mostly in the first two
years of elementary school.—There is a modal,
or typical, year of enrollment tor persons at
~each year of age. Children enrolled below the
modal year of school are considered “retarded”
for the purpose of analysis here. Children 6
years old in October are mostly enrolled in the
first year of elementary school; the figure was
84.3 percent according to a 3-year-average, 1964
to 1966 (table C). However, due toage require-
ments and perhaps other factors, 10.6 percent of
all 6-year-olds are already past the first year
and about 4 percent will startelementary school
the following year, This last group is enrolled be-
lowthe modal year because ofalate startrather
than because of repetition of a year of school,




Table C.~—PERCENT ENROLLED IN SCHOOL, BY MODAL YEAR OF ENROLIMENT AND SINGLE YEARS OF AGE,

FOR PERSONS 6 TO 17 YEARS OLD: 3-YEAR-AVERAGE, OCTOBER 1964 TO 1966

(Numbers in thousands)

Total Year of enrollment
Age and popuietion rrcited | me1 o e
enrolle ow ove no
modal year of enrollment Number Percent modal Mgcairal modal | enrolled
. year v year

6 years old, elementaTy leesececesees 4,133 100.0 98.2 3.3 84.3 10.6 1.8
7 years old, elementary 2........... 4,137 100.0 99.0 10.7 74.8 13.5 1.0
8 years old, elementary 3........... 4,057 100.0 99.1 17.3 71.3 10.6 0.9
9 years old, elementary é4...... ceoes 4,028 100.0 99.4 18.6 70.3 10.6 0.6
10 years old, elementary 5.c.cceeeves 3,986 100.0 99.1 19.6 68.7 10.8 0.9
11 years old, elementary 6.......... 3,877 100.0 99.3 19.9 68.0 11.5 0.7
12 years old, elementary 7.ecceceess 3,764 100.0 99.4 20.8 66.7 12.0 0.6
13 years old, elementary 8....... cen 3,721 100.0 99.1 21.6 65.3 12.3 0.9
14 years old, high school l..ecececese 3,568 100.0 99.2 22.0 65.5 11.8 0.8
15 years old, high SChoOl 2..s..ee0e 3,517 100.0 98.2 23.7 62.4 12.1 1.8
16 years old, high school 3......e0e 3,472 100.0 9.8 22.9 57.1 12.8 7.2
17 years old, high school 4....es..e 3,494 100.0 83.0 19.0 56.5 7.4 17.0

At age 7, the percent enrolled below the modal

year was 10.7, an increase of 7.4 percentage
points over the figure for 6-year-olds. At age
8, 17.3 percent were enrolled below the modal
year, an increase of 6.6 percentage points over
the figure for 7-year-olds. Thus, between the
ages 6 to 8, the percent of children enrolled
below the modal year increased 14.0 percentage
points. Between ages 8 to 15, retardation in-
creased a total of onlv 6.4 percentage points
over these 7 years of age. Clearly the retarded
group was mostly built up in the firstand second
years of elementary school.

The percent enrolled above the modal year of
enrollment remained within a range of 2.9

percentage points, 10.6 to 13.5 percent, for each
age from 6 to 16, Detailed figures of enroliment
by single years of enrollment and age are shown
in table 9.

Boys show more retardation than girls
through elementary and high school age. —Excep
for 6-year-olds where there is no difference,
boys were more frequently enrolled below the
modal, or typical, year of enrollment for their
age than girls by a range of 4 to 12 percentage
points (table D), The difference between the
percent of boys and the percent of girls enrolled
below the modal year of enrollment showed an
increasing trend through elementary school and
then stabilized at about 9 to 12 percentage points

Table D.—PERCENT ENROLLFD IN SCHOOL, BY MODAL YEAR OF ENROLIMENT, SINGLE YEARS OF AGE, AND SEX,
3-YEAR-AVERAGE, OCTOBER 1964 TO 1966

FOR PERSONS 6 TO 17 YEARS OLD:

(Minus sign (-) denotes percent for males less than that for femeles)

Year of enrollment
Percent enrolled
Age and Below modal year Modal year Above modal year
modal year of enrollment -
Male [Female [PIfEeTY Mot (Femnle P2ET8T yple |Female [PIfFET yaie [Female PIEEET-
ence ence ence ence
6 years old, elementary l..... 98.1| 98.3| -0.2 3.4 3.2 0.2 84,4 84.1 0.3 [ 10.3} 11.0 -0.7
7 years old, elementary 2..... 98.8 | 99.2} -0.4 12.7 8.7 4.0) 73.8] 75.9 | -2.1 | 12.4} 14.7 -2.3
8 years old, elementary 3.....[ 99.0} 99.3} -0.3 20.81 13.5 7.3| 68.5| 7.2 | -5.7 9.7} 11.6 -1.9
9 years old, elementary 4..... 99.3| 99.5| -0.2 22.8| 14.1 8.7| 67.1| 73.6 | -6.5 9.4| 11.8 2.4
10 years old, elementary 5....| 99.0} 99.2} -0.2 23.7 ] 15.4 8.3| 65.1| 72.3| -7.2 | 10.1| 11.4 -1.3
11 years old, elementary 6.... 99.0| 99.7| -0.7 23.5| 16.0 7.5 64.9| 71.2| -6.3 | 10.6} 12.5 -1.9
12 years old, elementary 7.... 99.5| 99.3| 0.2 25.7) 15.6| 10.1{ 64.0| 69.4 | -5.4 | 9.8 14.3 4.5
13 years old, elementary 8.... 99.0| 99.3| -0.3 27.3) 15.8] 11.5{ 61.6 | 69.0 | -7.4 | 10.1] 14.4 -4.3
14 years old, high school 1l...| 99.3] 99.1] 0.2 26.5{ 17.3 9.2| 62.2| 68.8| ~-6.6 | 10.6| 13.0 2.4
15 years old, high school 2...| 98.6| 97.9] 0.7 29.1] 18.1| 11.0| 59.0| 65.9 | -6.9 | 10.4| 13.9 -3.5
16 years old, high school 3,..,| 93.3| 92.3} 1.0 29.11 16.8| 12.3| 54.5| 59.7 | =-5.2 9.8| 15.8 -6.0
17 years old, high school 4... 85.1| 80.8}{ 4.3 24.71 13.2} 11.5| 53.5| 59.7| -6.2 7.0 8.0 -1.5!



difference for ages 12 to 17, corresponding to
junior and senior high school. Enrollment above
the modal year of enrollment changed little from
ages 8 to 15, averaging about 10 percent for the
boys and about 13 percent for the girls.

College enrollment varies by sex and age.—
About a third of the civilian noninstitutional
population aged 18 and 19 is enrolled incollege.
There is a gradual decline through ages 20 and
21, and a drop to 15.2 percent at age 22 when
many persons have completed their under-
graduate work (table E).

Detailed figures on enrollment in each year
of college are shown in table 10 for each age
from 16 to 24. Men and women. are tabulated
separately because their college attendance
rates differ.

Women are somewhat less likely than mento
attend college. Table E shows that, at age 18,
the rate for men is 1.2 times that of women,
but as the years pass the preponderance of men
increases, leveling off at ages 23 and 24. Thus,
at ages 23 and 24, civilian men are 3.9 times as
likely to be in college as women|of the same age.
Part of this difference is attributable to the fact
that women of college age are more likely to be
'married than men of the same age. College
enrollment rates are lower for married persons
than for single persons. More specifically, in
the age group 18 to 21, one-third of all women
(regardless of college enrollment) are married
with spouse present, as compared to one-sixth of
all men. College enrollment rates in this age

5

group are 7.1 percent for married persons with
spouse present, but 42.5 percent for others
(based on data in table 6),

Except in the last two columns of table E,
all enrollme. t rates, as well as the other data
in this report, are for the civilian noninstitutional
population and therefore exclude members of the
Armed Forces. If membersof the Armed Forces
had been included in the survey, college enroll-
ment rates for males would have been lowered
somewhat.

In order to approximate college enrollment
rates for the entire male population, it may be
assumed, with little error, that none of the mili-
tary personnel are in college. The resulting
enrollment rates are shown in table E, under the
heading “Male adjusted”. The maximum rate for
the adjusted group is 34.5 percent of males
enrolled in college at age 18 and also at age 19.
Unadjusted rates, for civilian males, are 37.9
percent and 41,3 percent for the two correspond-
ing ages,

Progress through college is, on the average,
much less continuous than through elementary
and secondary schools, as shown by the widening
age composition of students in the successive
years of college (table 10) as compared with the
relatively narrow range for those below the
college level (table 9). Part-time attendance and
interruptions because of military service, em-
ployment, or delays in starting college are among
the factors which contribute to the relatively wide
range of ages of persons who attend college.

Teble E.—PFRCENT ENROLLED IN COLLEGE, BY SINGLE YEARS OF AGE AND SEX,

FOR PERSONS 16 TO 34 YEARS OLD:

3-YEAR-AVERAGE, OCTOBER 1964 TO 1966

Percent enrolled in college Male
Male/ s

Age female .Mele L ad justed/

Total Male Female ratio adjusted’ | female

» ratio
. Total, 16 t0 34 yearsS...ceececess 11.6 15.2 8.4 1.8 13.6 1.6
16 years..... Sersssssssnanssnses ceend 0.3 0.3 0.2 (B) 0.3 (B)
17 years....... teseanne et reeneaes 7.4 7.0 8.0 .9 6.8 .9
18 years....... N Ceeseas aesaes 34.6 37.9 31.4 1.2 34.5 1.1
19 years.veisertrienctcneannn et nened 33.2 41.3 26.6 1.6 34.5 1.3
20 FOAYS.eeesernsnereronssnescancnnns 29.2 38.6 21.5 1.8 30.7 1.4
2l yearS...cesese seesenas ceeens 24.2 33.6 16.8 2.0 26.0 1.5
22 YEATSuuseseaesnsrsssasnranaas 15.2 24.0 7.9 3.0 19.1 2.4
23 years....v.... ceeeeas teeeenes 10.9 18.2 4.7 3.9 15.1 3.2
2 JEBTS.eururraenannnn e 8.7 14.6 3.7 3.9 i2.5 3.4
25 10 29 JeArS.icveeecacsossecncncened 5.6 8.7 2.8 3.1 8.0 2.9
30 to 34 years......... et tesecenaee 2.6 3.8 1.5 2.5 3.6 2.4

B Percents too small for presentation of ratio.

1Based an eivilian noninstitutional population plus meles on active duty in the Armed Forces as of

July 1, 1966, assuming that none of the military meles are enrolled in college.

(Data on militery

jpopulation in regular colleges are not readily available.)



RELATED REPORTS

Advance data on school enrollment for October
1966 were presented in Series P-20, No. 161.
Statisrics on school eprnliment for October of the
years prior to 1966 have been published in
other reports in Series P-20,

Statistics on the economic characteristics of
students are presented in an article entitled “The
Employment of High School Graduates and
Dropouts in 1964” in the June 1965 issue of the
Monthly Labor Review, published by the Bureau
of Labor Statistics. Data from the Current
Population Survey concerning the college plans
of high school seniors, their major fields of
study, and the educational characteristics of
persons 16 to 24 years old who were not enrolled
in school as of October 1959 have been presented
in the Census-ERS Series (P-27), No. 30. Ad-
ditional data on the realization of college plans
in relation to ability and socio-economic factors
have been presented in No. 32 of the Census-ERS
Series (P-27).

A report titled “Nursery-Kindergarten En-
rollment of Children Under Six: October 1966,”
has been released by the Office of Education of
the United States Department of Health, Edu-
cation, and Welfare. Funds from the Office of
Education made possible the collection and
analysis of data on 3- and 4-year-o0ld children
in this report.

1950 and 1960 Census data.—Statistics on
school enrollment for cities, standard metro-
politan statistical areas, States, regions, and the
United States appear in reports of the decennial
censuses. Detailed statistics on school enroll-
ment by age and socioeconomic characteristics
for regions and the United States are presented
in Subject Reports of the 1960 Census, especially
in PC(2)-5A, School Enrollment.

Figures on school enrollment from the
October Current Population Surveys differ from
decennial census data for reasons in addition to
the difference in thé dates. In the first place,
the survey data exclude the institutional popu-
lation and members of the Armed Forces. These
two groups were included in the census. Second,
there were differences in field work. The small
group of Current Population Survey enumerators
were more experienced and had more intensive
training and supervision than the large number
of temporary Census enumerators and may have
more often obtained more accurate answers from
respondents. Third, the census was taken in
April and relates to enrollment since February1,
whereas the surveys were taken in October and

)

relate to enrollment in the current term. This
difference in months of the year affects notonly
the extent of school enrollment (through “drop-
outs” during the school year, etc.) but also the
level of school in which persons of a given age
are enrolled.

Data from school systems.—Information on
school enrollment and educational attainment is
also collected and published by Federal, State,
and local governmental agencies, and by inde-
pendent research organizations. This infor-
mation is generally obtained from reports of
school systems and institutions of higher
learning, and from other surveys and censuses.
These data are only roughly comparable with
data collected by the Bureau of the/Census by
household interviews, however, because of dif-
ferences in definitions, subject matter covered,
and enumeration methods. The census data are
subject to sampling variability, which may be
relatively large where numbers for specific age
or population groups, or for given school
categories, are small.

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

Population coverage.—The figures shownare
for the civilian population excluding the rela-
tively small number of inmates of institutions.

Metropolitan-nonmetropolitan residence,—
The population residing in standard metropolitan
statistical areas (SMSA’s) constitutes the metro-
politan population. Except in New England, an
SMSA is a county or group of contiguous counties
which contains at least one city of 50,000
inhabitants or more, or “twin cities” with a
combined population of at least 50,000, In
addition to the county, or counties, containing
such a city or cities, contiguous counties are
included in an SMSA if, according to certain
criteria, they are essentially metropolitan in
character and are socially and economically
integrated with the central city. InNew England,
SMSA’s consist of towns and cities, rather than
counties, The metropolitan population in this,
report is based on SMSA’s as defined in the
1960 Census and does not include any subsequent
additions or changes.

The population inside SMSA’s is further
classified as “in central cities” and “outside
central cities,” With a few exceptions, central
cities are determined according to the following
criteria:

/
1. The largest city in an SMSA is always
a central city.
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2. One or two additional cities may be
secondary central cities on the basis and in the
order of the following criteria:

a, The additional city or cities have at
least 250,000 inhabitants.

b. The additional city or cities have a
population of one-third or more of that of the
largest city and a minimum population of 25,000.

School enrollment,—The school enrollment
statistics from the current surveys are based on
replies to the enumerator’s inquiry as to whether
the person had been enrolled at any time during
the current term or school year in any type of
graded public, parochial, or other private school
in the regular school system. Such schools in-
clude kindergartens, elementary schools, high
schools, colleges, universities, and professional
schools. Attendance may be on either a full-
time or part-time basis and during the day or
night. Thus, regular schooling is that which
may advance a person toward an elementary or
high school diploma, or a college, university, or
professional school degree. Beginning with 1954,
children enrolled in kindergarten have been
Jncluded in the enrollment figures for “regular”
'schools, and have also been shown separately.
Figures shown in this report on school enroll-
ment for years prior to 1954 have been revised
to include children in kindergarten,

“Special” schools are those which are not in
the regular school system, such as trade schools
or business colleges, Persons attending
“special” schools are not included in the enroll-
ment figures.

Persons enrolled in classes which do notre-
quire physical presence in school, such as corre-
spondence courses or other courses of independ-
ent study, and in training courses givendirectly
on the job, are also excluded from the count of
those enrolled in school, unless such courses
are being counted for credit at a “regular”
school.

Modal year of enrollment.—In tables C andD
enrolled persons 5 to 17 yearsoldare classified
according to whether the year or grade inwhich
they were enrolled was below, at, or above the
modal, or typical, year for persons of their age.
In October, there is one typical grade for the en-
rollment of the majority of pupils of a given
year of age. (In April two grades share the

majority of pupils.)

fevel of school,—The statistics on level of
school indicate the number of persons enrolled at

each of four levels: Kindergarten, elementary
school (first to eighth grades), high school (ninth
to twelfth grades); and college or professional
school. The last group includes graduate
students in colleges or universities. Persons
enrolled in junior high school through the eighth
grade are classitied as in elementary school, and
the others as in high school.

Nursery school.—A nursery school is defined
as a group or class that is organized to provide
educational experiences for children during the
year or years preceding kindergarten. It in-
cludes instruction as an important and integral
phase of its program of child care. Private
homes in which essentially custodial care is
provided are not considered nursery schools.

“Head Start”.—Children enrolled in “Head
Start” programs or similar programs sponsored
by local agencies to provide pre-school opportu-
nities to young children are counted under
“Nursery” or “Kindergarten” as appropriate.

Public or private school.—In this report, a
public school is defined as any educational insti-
tution operated by publicly elected or appointed
school officials and supported by public funds.
Private schools included educational institutions
established and operated by religious bodies, as
well as those which are under other private con-
trol. In cases where enrollment wasina school
or college which was both publicly and privately
controlled or supported, enrollment was counted
according to whether it was primarily public or
private.

Full-time and part-time attendance.—College
students were classified, in this report, accord-
ing to whether they were attending school on a
full-time or part-time basis. A studentwasre-
garded as attending college full time if he was
taking 12 or more hours of classes during the
average school week, and part time if he was
taking less than 12 hours of classes during the
average school week.

Age.~—The age classification is based on the
age of the person at his last birthday.

Race and color.—The term “race” refers to
the division of population into three groups,
white, Negro, and other races. The group desig-
nated as “other races” consists of Indians, Japa-
nese, Chinese, and other nonwhite races. The
term “color” refers to the twofold classifica-
tion white and nonwhite,

Marital status.~The marital status category
shown in this report, “married, spouse present,”
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includes persons who are currently married and
living with their spouse.

Rounding of estimates.-—Individual figures
are rounded to the nearest thousand without being
adjusted to group totals, which are independently
rounded. Percentages are based on the rounded
absolute numbers.

SOURCE AND RELIABILITY
OF THE ESTIMATES

Source of data.—The estimates are based on
data obtained in October 1966 in the Current
Population Survey of the Bureau of the Census,

The sample is spread over 357 areas comprising
701 counties and independent cities, with cover-
age in each of the 50 States and the District of
Columbia.  Approximately 35,000 occupied
housing units are designated for interview inthe
Current Population Survey each month. Of this
number, 1,500 occupied units, on the average,
are visited but interviews are not obtained
because the occupants are not found at home
after repeated calls or are unavailable for some
other reason. Inaddition tothe 35,000, there are
also about 5,000 sample units in an average
month which are visited but are found to be
vacant or otherwise not tobe enumerated.

The estimating procedure used inthis survey
involved the inflation of the weighted sample re-
sults to independent estimates of the civilian non-
institutional population of the United States by
age, color, and sex. These independent estimates
were based on statistics from the 1960 Census of
Population; statistics of births, deaths, im-
migration, and emigration; and statistics on the
strength of the Armed Forces.

Reliability of the estimates.—Since the es-
timates are based on a sample, they may differ
somewhat from the figures that would have been
obtained if a complete census had been taken
using the same schedules, instructions, and enu-
merators. As in any survey work, the results
are subject to errors of response and of re-
porting as well as being subject to sampling
variability.

The standard error is primarily a measure of
sampling variability, that is, of the variations
that occur by chance because a sample rather
than the whole of the population is surveyed. As
calculated for this report, the standard error
also partially measures the effect of response
and enumeration errors but does not measure
any systematic biases in the data, The chances
are about 68 out of 100 that an estimate from
the sample would differ from a complete census

figure by less than the standard error. The‘
chances are about 95 out of 100 that the dif-
ference would be less than twice the standard
error.

The figures presented in tables F and G are
approximations to the standard errorsof various
estimates shown in this report. In order to de-
rive standard errors that would be applicable to
a wide variety of items and could be prepared at
a moderate cost, a number of approximations
were required. As a result, the tables of
standard errors provide an indication of the
order of magnitude of the standard errors rather
than the precise standard error for any specific
item.

Table F contains the standard errors for a
given class of persons age 3 to 34 enrolled in
school.

The reliability of an estimated percentage,
computed by using sample data for both nu-
merator and denominator, depends upon the size
of the percentage and the size of the total on
which the percentage is based. Estimated
percentages are relatively more reliable than
the corresponding absolute estimates of the
numerator of the percentage, particularly if the
percentage is 50 percent or greater. i

Table G shows the standard error of estimated
percentages for a given classof persons age 3 to
34 enrolled in school.

Illustration of the use of tables of standard
errors.—Table 1 of this report shows that
2,547,000, or 19.9 percent, of the 12,789,000
persons in the age group 20 to 24 years were
enrolled in school at the time of this survey.
Table F shows the standard error of the
estimated 2,547,000 persons out of a total of
12,789,000 persons in the age group to be
approximately 41,000. Chances are 68 out of 100
that a complete census would have differed from
the sample result by less than 41,000. Chances
are 95 out of 100 that the difference would have
been less than 82,000 or twice the standard error.

Table G shows the standard error of 19.9
percent with a base of 12,789,000 to be approxi-
mately 0.5 percent. Consequently, chances are
about 68 out of 100 thar a complete censis would
have disclosed a figure between 19.4 and 20.4
percent, Chances are 95 out of 100 that the
census result would have been within 1.0 per-
centage points (two standard errors) of the
sample estimate, i.e., between 18.9 and 20.9
percent,



Table F._.STANDARD FRROR OF ESTIMATED NUMBER OF PERSONS ENROLLED IN SCHOOL
(68 chences out of 100)

Total perscns in age group (thousands)
Estimated number of persons :
250 500 1,000 | 2,500 | 5,000 | 10,000| 25,000 50,000

25,0000 0 0caeneenrncnenncnens 6 6 6 6 - - - -
50,000, ccceseearsscenceroanee 8 8 8 8 8 - - -
100,000, ceeeesasscenscncsases 10 12 12 12 12 12 - -
200,000, csssseocrascscsoncans 8 10 12 14 17 17 17 -
250,000 0 cceececsncscscccsnas - 14 14 16 18 18 19 -
400,0000 .. c0eeereascansancnas - 11 15 17 19 19 21 23
500,000 . 0eeueseecccocannccae - - 19 19 20 22 22 25
800,000, cscsescerscosonccana - - 15 21 24 26 29 31
1,000,000, 0. 0000rencscccsccns - - - 25 27 29 32 35
2,000,000. cctessenncscnnconas - - - 23 29 36 45 52
2,500,000. ¢cunennrnnnncennne - - - - 33 39 51 60
4,000,000 4 0000ecescsanscseee - - - - 32 45 60 75
5,000,000. cceanencrecnencnans - - - - - 60 72 85
8,000,000..c00000ssassncennss - - - - - 47 88 103
10,000,0004cevenesanennanons - - - - - - 100 115
20,000,0004 e ceeesuennennnnans - - - - - - 67 121
25,000,000 cecenersncncnnas - - - - - - - 115
40,000,000000c0c0ecovocessons - - - - - - - 100

- Represents zero.

Table G.—STANDARD ERROR OF ESTIMATED PERCENTAGE OF PERSONS ENROLLED IN SCHOOL
(68 chances out of 100)

Base of estimated percentage (thousands)

Estimated percentage

500 1,000 5,000, | 10,000 25,000 | 50,000 75,000
2 OF 98iteeeensanraessaransnenns 0.8 0.5 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1
5 Or 95eueerrurenssoccasnnasnans 1.2 0.8 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.1
10 OF 90.eeueeneeunncsscosenanne 1.6 1.1 0.5 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.1
25 OF 75eeceusnesucncossonncens 2.3 1.7 0.7 0.5 0.3 0.2 0.2
500 eeaeeerasanaoncosnsanennnnes 2.7 1.9 0.9 0.6 0.4 0.3 0.2




